RECOLLECTIONS AND REFLECTIONS
be in a position to exert greater influence over the affairs of the world than any man ever had ; yet twelve months after he had lost his influence even in his own country. It was not the failure to secure the Treaty he proposed that was most significant. That Treaty seemed to ignore the fact that there had been a war, that for four years France and England had been suffering without intermission unparalleled losses of men and money, bitter grief and great distress, that France had been invaded and a large part of it laid desolate. Could it be expected that, with these bitter experiences fresh in their minds, France and England could proceed to discuss the Treaty as if they had not occurred, to put them out of their minds and consider only what would be best for Europe in the distant future ? Far more significant, I think, is his failure to bring America into the League of Nations. Some think that he could have done so if he had stayed in America, or if he had brought with him to Europe prominent members of the different parties : there were even some, among them Mr Arthur Balfour, who thought that, though he failed at the first attempt, he might ultimately have succeeded if his health had not broken down, for though he could not manage the Senate, few men have had his power of enlisting the people. Be these things as they may, the questiori'arises, Might it not have been a good thing for the world if Wilson had succeeded, and is it not possible that in the future he may be greatly honoured as one who pointed out the right way though he could not persuade others to follow it ?
One of the most interesting of my experiences was
a visit to the Military Academy at West Point, the
place where officers are trained for the American Army.
I never had much belief in theories of education, but this
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